


                                                                  
CRIGGLESTONE PARISH COUNCIL    
    
PARKS AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE    
(Committee members: Cllrs Michael Oxspring, Jane Ellis 
Non-Cllrs: Mrs Sylvia Pearson, Mrs Christine Platten, (FBEP) Mr Mick Platten, Mr Andrew Thickett   
    
Minutes of the meeting held Monday 20th July 2026 5pm
in the Village Institute (office), High Street, Crigglestone    
   
Present: Cllrs: – Michael Oxspring, Jane Ellis
Non-Cllrs:  Mr Andrew Thickett, Mrs Christine Platten and Mr Mick Platten 
In attendance: Clerk - Sarah Knowles  

1. To appoint Chair and Vice Chair for 2026 - 27 term of office 
Resolved:  That Cllr Oxspring is appointed as Chair and Cllr Ellis as Vice Chair

2. To receive and approve reasons for absence
Mrs Sylvia Pearson - Absent

3. To receive declarations of interest in items on the agenda
None received

4. To consider requests received by the Clerk for dispensations under Section 33 of The Localism Act 2011  None received

5. To approve as an accurate record, the minutes of the POS meeting held 22nd April 2026 
Circulated prior and taken as read.  Resolved:  That the minutes are approved as an accurate record and signed by the Chair

6. To receive correspondence and consider further action required
Resident on Hopewell Way re fallen branches into her garden from BEP (photos emailed).  
Whilst it is understood that trees will naturally shed any branches it does not need, which is out of the parish councils’ control, the requirement to have a target date is important.  
Resolved:  Clerk to speak to current contractor to set a target date. That works to create a 3mtr clearance from BEP boundary fencing and overhanging branches that encroach onto this clearance, is booked in for Sept, October, and November 2026.  This could result in the need to either find an alternative contractor or find one to assist the current contractor.

7. To receive Clerks Report (tabled)
Clerk hand delivered letters to all Willow Garth residents, reminding to keep dogs off the Copse, parking on the grassed area and children’s dens are not allowed.  Noted

8. To receive update on previous agenda items
1. Information board at wheel entrance – Have contacted WMDC with a view to getting it concluded.  No further progress.  Resolved: Noted but keep chasing

2. Repair ideas for the current picnic bench – Cllr Ellis and FBEP.    Not much progress, communication is slow.  Cllr Ellis to chase up the contractor. 


9. Willow Garth, Durkar Lane (Baptist Hill) and Village Institute 
8.2 To receive visual inspection conducted 10th June 2026 report for consideration and action if required (circulated prior)
Resolved:  Willow Garth - to chase up outstanding works to overhanging branch and dead tree removal, Durkar Lane – Hawthorne removal from base of tree, lower branches removed and new CPC Hanging Basket bracket required.

10. Betty Eastwood Park
1. [bookmark: _Hlk189738289]To receive Friends of Betty Eastwood Park (FBEP) report
Verbal report received highlighting the cleaning of the wheel & de weeded, stream cleaned out,  trimmed boundary hedge on Bull Lane to where entrance sign is.

2. Update on works recommended in the biannual Tree Inspection report 
Resolved:  Contractor to be chased up for a start date or an alternative contractor sourced.

3. Management Plan – to discuss further works required  
Resolved:  Contractor to be chased up for a start date or an alternative contractor sourced.

4. To receive visual inspection report for consideration and action if required
Resolved:  That whilst the document was unavailable, the committee members carrying out the inspection stated there were no significant issues.

5. Update on replacement of 2 benches on the lower path adjacent Haveroid Lane
Resolved:  That under the Clerks delegated authority, 2 benches of the same design as by the BMX track, are ordered and installation booked in with current contractor.

6. Update on installing a memorial wall (Christine to speak on this item)
Clerk circulated a popular idea used by other Town and Parish and cemeteries. Other ideas were briefly discussed.  Resolved:  That the Clerk is instructed to source costing for the memorial tree design. 

7. Update on Picnic Bench repair – dealt with at minute no. 8.2

8. Update on BMX track splitting
Varied discussions took place.  
Resolved: That it is recommended to full council that 1) the track remains as it is.  Why try to change something that is not broken, there have not been any significant injuries or incidents reported in the last 10 years, at least.  For the age group it is intended for it is enjoyed immensely. 2) The plum tree remains in situ.  It was agreed that once the fruit has finished the lower branches will be addressed accordingly.  This tree offers required shade and a natural stopping point for riders to assess the track and gather their thoughts before setting off again.

9. To consider signage and its location to BMX track, Trim Trail, and main entrance board, as recommended in inspection reports
Discussions took place. Resolved:  BMX track - directional arrow signage only x 2, 2ft wide X 1.5 ft high,  to be place at either end of BMX track.		
Trim Trail  - A3 size, Parish Council logo, contact number, what 3 words and no dog fouling put up on a tree nearby.
FBEP main entrance sign – enquire about stickers to be placed along the bottom of the sign that give Parish Council logo, contact number, what 3 words.

10. To consider signage to the man-made path to rear of Church View/Fishponds Drive
Discussions took place.  Resolved:  Signage x 2 on both ends of the path indicating “Not a designated path, use at own risk”.  

11. To consider action to damaged Trim Trail safety matting
Discussions took place as to how the damage occurred. Resolved: To ask T&D Contractor to provide a tonne of topsoil to fill in the divot, cover the matting and help pad down the area so the grass can begin to grow over and knit together again. 

11. To approve RoSPA to carry out 2026 annual inspections September/October for Trim Trail and BMX, cost of approximately £210  Resolved: Approved

12. Christmas Trees – Alternative provision for 2026 at Durkar Stone, Newmillerdam, Hall Green, Calder Grove & The Nelson
To date working party consists of Andrew Wilby, Jane Ellis.  Their efforts are ongoing however it was noted that time is running out. Noted

13. Hanging Baskets 2026 Feedback
· NMD School Hill x2 not happy with theirs, not inclined to renew next year.  Clerk has been to look at them.  Columns 2 & 5 are abundant.  Columns 4 & 7 are slightly less so.
· NMD resident x1 sent cheque to wrong place and no one knows where!
· New sponsor plaques late in going up, resulting in sponsors having to chase
	Sponsor
	Reason for not renewing / Status

	NMD – 13 Barnsley Rd
	Moved out of area / Not renewing

	NMD – 6 School Hill
	No response

	NMD –17 Boyne Hill
	Not renewing

	NMD –20 Wood Lane
	Not sponsoring in 2026

	4 Hollingthorpe Lane
	No response

	5 Hall Lane
	Not renewing 2ND location -reduced to 1 location

	10 High St, 4 DDRW, 13 Durkar Low Lane
	Not renewing because CPC objected to their planning application



14. To consider locations for the approved purchase of recycled flower planters – photos of planters to follow by email
Discussions took place.  Resolved: 1 x Blue 3 tier planter to be sited at HGCC.  1 x Green 3 tier planter to be sited at The Nelson.  1 x Green 3tier planter to be sited at Durkar Stone. Committee to find locations for the remaining 4 rectangular, 11 large circular hanging basket style,  5 full circle or 10 half circle planters, all floor level.  Zoom meeting to update on planter locations to be arranged in September.

15. Items for recommendation to full council 	
Minute no. 8
  
16. Items for next agenda
Additional  picnic benches
Correspondence to Church View/Fishponds residents reminding them that where they have a gate in their boundary fencing this is not an automatic but permissive right of way,  that no  dumping of garden rubbish in the park and no planting allowed without permission. 
	Memorial wall
Christmas trees 2026


17. Date, time and place of next meeting 
Wednesdays 5pm in the Village Institute Office
	21 October 5pm , 16 December (visual inspection reports required at these meetings)	

As there was no further business to be transacted, the Chair thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 18.25pm
  
Signed…………………………………………………………. Chair:   
   
Date………………………………………………….    


Quorum:	See reviewed 2025 Terms of Reference



